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Present:  Chris Lindquist, Jim Craig, Bonnie Isman, John Ramsay, Joan Powers, Jan Resnick, Betty Johnson, Sue San Soucie, Mary King, Judy Clini
Absent: Eric Poulin
Chris called the meeting to order at 9:40 am.  He asked for a minute of silence in remembrance of the World Trade Center attacks on 9/11/01. 
Minutes of June 18 and July 22 were approved.   
Treasurer’s Report.  Sue reported few expenses this summer. WMLA’s current account balance is $14,561.60. 
Nominations.  There are vacancies for Vice President, Assistant Treasurer and two Directors. (Note: Board consists of a minimum of 9 and maximum of 12 officers and directors.) 

Eric reported by email that the following people are definitely interested in serving on the Board:

Cher Collins, Westfield Athenaeum

Eliza Laughans, Hatfield

Mary Anne Antonelis, Shutesbury

Dan Paquette, UMass, Amherst

Deb Kern, Northfield, and Lynn Coakley, STCC, are interested, but not yet willing to commit. 

Returning Board members are:

Judy Clini, In-coming President

Susan SanSoucie, Treasurer

Bonnie Isman, Clerk

Chris Lindquist, Past President

Betty Johnson, Eric Poulin, John Ramsay and Jan Resnick, Directors 

If Eric is unable to attend, Judy will present the slate of nominations at the Annual Meeting. 
Whately building.  No official new developments, but news stories indicate continuing interest from a new regional emergency dispatch center.  Rumors about a medical marijuana farm could not be confirmed.  
NewsBank deal. John reported that the NewsBank service will be ready to launch in the next few days.  NewsBank has agreed to turn on the service now while all the final funding decisions are made.  John will get an announcement out to libraries this week. Payments must be made to the Five College Consortium in the next four months. All necessary funding has been pledged, including substantial amounts from Springfield Library and UMass.  MLS has referred John’s grant application to the Resource Committee, and its recommendation will come back to the MLS Board for final approval. Mary suggested that MLS staff could help train small libraries in using NewsBank under the Broadband grant.  Congratulations to John on his dedication and hard work to restore access to Western Mass. newspaper resources! 
Small library tour.  Sue said 20 people have signed up for the tour, so two vans will be needed.  Betty will talk with MLS staff to invite them to use the van and not drive. Jan and John will pick up and drive the vans with Mary as Navigator. Sue will collect cell phone numbers for all participants, in case of change of plans.  Betty will copy historical information on the host libraries from a nineteenth century MBLC report on Massachusetts libraries for background. MBLC is still interviewing candidates for Director, but it may be possible to invite finalists for the position to take the tour on September 20. Jan will invite Senator Rosenberg and Rep. Steve Kulik to take the tour.
Annual Meeting plans.  Eric has not heard from Maureen Sullivan about speaking at the Annual Meeting.  John will ask Lee Fogarty to help get in contact with Sullivan.  We agreed to invite Maria Pagan and Terry Plum from the Holyoke Public Library to speak on their building project, if she is not available.  Jan will talk with Maria to confirm that she will provide a tour of the library and coffee for the meeting. All Board members will bring refreshments.  Jan will also find out who will report from the MBLC. 

The meeting will follow last year’s agenda.  (Judy will chair? Pls. confirm.) 
· 9:30 am Refreshments and Sign in. 
· 10:00 am Call to order. Welcome and introduction of Keynote speaker
· 10:15 – 11:15 Keynote address, Q & A

· Break

· 11:30 Business meeting (one hour) 

· Approval of Minutes from Spring meeting
· Treasurer’s Report

· President’s Report – from Chris, handout?

· MBLC Report

· Nominations/Elections 

· Membership Report

· New Business – legislative breakfast coordinator, website work
· New President comments – Judy

Membership update.  Bonnie will send out the Membership renewal letter this week and will have brochures and forms available at the Annual Meeting. There are 82 current members and 120 members combined over the past two years.  Jim reminded us about possible PVAAL funding.  
WMLA Newsletter and website.  Joan has generously agreed to continue to edit the WMLA online newsletter-Thank You! A new issue will go out before the Annual Meeting.  Jan posts news on the blog when she has something of value. The website needs work. We agreed to offer a stipend (~$200) to a WMLA member who would update the website, or recruit someone to work with a student to update the content, at minimum. Otherwise, Betty said, it should come down.
Legislative Breakfast Chair.  Two people were suggested as possible co-coordinators of the Legislative Breakfasts, working with Lynn Coakley.  John will follow up.  
MBLC’s proposed FY 2015 Budget.  MBLC is seeking feedback on budget priorities and funding levels for FY 2015. We agreed to stress the need for continuing funding for Small Libraries in Networks under Technology and Resource Sharing.  Small communities have severely limited financial resources and depend on state funding to provide critical access to library networks and information resources.  Second, now that funding for MLS and the Library for the Commonwealth has increased, it is time to restore State Aid to Public Libraries. Judy Clini commented that local funding is required to increase every year, but the State Aid incentive remains the same, shrinking with inflation.  An increase to the State Aid program would benefit all communities, large and small.  Third, we want to retain budget language requiring MLS to have a physical presence/office in Western Massachusetts.  Our FY 2013 membership survey identified ‘Maintaining a convenient physical location in the West’ as the number ONE priority for advocacy.
Other Business.  We congratulated Jim on his retirement which will be complete in 30 days.  Chris has decided to work in Massachusetts and accepted the position of Director at Wellesley Free Library, so he will be a New Yorker only on weekends. Best wishes to them both.  
Meeting adjourned at 11:30 am.  
Submitted by Bonnie Isman 
Next meetings:  
Annual Meeting, Wednesday, October 16 at 10:00 am – Holyoke Public Library

Board Meeting, Thursday, November 14 at 9:30 am – MLS Whately
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